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Spring 2014 

 

Students and Parents: 

 

The Willoughby-Eastlake School District Summer Reading Program, administered by the English Departments 

at North and South, is pleased to provide you with the summer reading selections for the 2014-2015 academic 

year. The intent of the Summer Reading Program is to increase your reading comprehension and broaden your 

horizons. It is our belief that reading skills and appreciation of literature are developed through regular reading. 

 

The novels that have been chosen for 10
th

 Grade Honors English are as follows: 

1) Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi  

2) The Help by Kathryn Stockett     

3) The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara      

4) The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan     

Please select 2 of the 4 novels to complete your assignment.   

 

Students are expected to choose and read these novels prior to their return to school in August.  The assignment 

is due the first day of class in August; failure to have this assignment complete will result in a full grade 

deduction from the first quarter grade.  There is no late credit given and the deadline is solid.  This is not an 

optional assignment and any Honors student who does not feel that he or she can complete this assignment may 

want to reconsider his or her placement in this course.   

 

10 Honors English Students: 

Congratulations on your decision to accept the 10 Honors English challenge!  Although basing our reading upon 

the English 10 literature book, we will be reading more novels and plays, having more class discussions, and 

spending more time outside of class enriching our classroom experience. 

 

This enrichment begins with a summer reading assignment which is a comparison paper discussing the 

similarities and differences between a novel and a filmed version of the story.  In making your decision about 

which books to read, please research the selections and consult your parents for their approval.  These books 

should be available in local bookstores (you may wish to check at Half Price Books for bargains!), online 

(Amazon.com, etc.), and the library.  The movie can be borrowed from a local rental facility (like Red Box), 

through an online rental site (like Netflix), or through a local public library (ask a librarian for help).  

 

Remember, your paper will be due upon your return to school in the fall, and you should be prepared for 

discussion and testing at that time.  In addition, please arrange to bring copies of the novels to class for the first 

two weeks. 

 

Have a wonderful summer!  We are looking forward to our year together! 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

     Mrs. Zele, Mrs. Insley, and Mr. Plush  

     English 10 Honors Teachers 

 

Should you have any questions or concerns about this assignment please contact: 

Mrs. Zele at Deborah.Zele@WESchools.org if you will be attending North High School 

Mrs. Insley at Victoria.Insley@WESchools.org OR Mr. Plush at Christopher.Plush@WESchools.org if you will 

be attending South High School.  As the subject of the email, please use “Summer Reading Question.” 
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Think about a time when you read a book and then viewed a movie based upon that book.  Maybe it was the recent film, Twilight.  

Perhaps it was one of the Harry Potter movies. Do you remember the kinds of things you thought about as you watched the movie?  

Chances are you were comparing the movie to the book, mentally noting the similarities and differences.  For this project, you will be 

reading two novels and then watching a movie based upon one of them. While watching, you will reflect on how well the film 

preserves the author’s ideas. 

 

Step One:  Read TWO of the following novels.  (You will be tested on them at the beginning of the school year.) 

• Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi  The author tells the story of her childhood from ages 10 to 14 

during the Islamic revolution in Iran in this unique and unforgettable book in graphic format.  Originally published in 2004, 

it is noteworthy for its unusual perspective of war. (NOTE: There are two Persepolis books; be sure to read the FIRST 

book.) 

• The Help by Kathryn Stockett  A runaway bestseller when published in 2009, this book has been called a modern-day 

classic.  The story, set in Mississippi during the civil rights movement, follows three women as they navigate the rough 

waters of race relations in the South.  

• The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara  This Pulitzer Prize-winning novel is arguably the best account of the Battle of 

Gettysburg in literature.  The well-documented events of the battle are given a new twist, however, by being shown through 

the eyes of many of the key participants:  General Lee, General Armistead, General Longstreet, General Buford, and 

Colonel Joshua Chamberlain. 

• The Joy Luck Club  by Amy Tan  A best-selling novel that focuses on four Chinese American immigrant families in San 

Francisco who start a club known as "the Joy Luck Club”. The book is structured somewhat like a mahjong game, with four 

parts divided into four sections to create sixteen chapters. The three mothers and four daughters (one mother, Suyuan Woo, 

dies before the novel opens) share stories about their lives in the form of vignettes. Each part is preceded by a parable 

relating to the game. 

 
Step Two:  Choose ONE novel, and complete the left side of the “Reading vs. Viewing” graphic organizer.  

 

Step Three:  Rent or borrow a copy of the film version of the novel you selected. 

• Persepolis   (PG 13)  Nominated for an Academy Award as Best Animated Feature, this powerful 2007 film doesn’t shy 

away from the events surrounding the overthrow of the Shah. 

• The Help (PG 13)  The film version of this novel, released in 2011, stars Emma Stone, Voila Davis, Octavia Spencer, and 

Bryce Dallas Howard. The movie was lauded for its award-winning performances and accurate historical details.   

• Gettysburg (PG)  The remarkable movie version of The Killer Angels was released in 1993 with a notable cast that includes 

Tom Berenger, Jeff Daniels, Martin Sheen, Sam Elliott, and Stephen Lang.  

• The Joy Luck Club  (PG 13) This acclaimed movie stars Ming-Na, Rosalind Chao, Lauren Tom, France Nuyen, Tamlyn 

Tomita, Kieu Chinh, Lisa Lu, and Tsai Chin.  It was released in 1993. 

 

Step Four:  View the movie, filling in the elements of the right side of the “Reading vs. Viewing” graphic organizer as you watch. As 

you do so, think about ways in which the movie was differed from the novel. 

 

Step Five:  Complete the “Comparison/Contrast” handout. Why do you believe some of the elements are different? Is it important for 

the movie to be identical to the book? Which changes did you like the most? Which changes did you like the least? 

 

Step Six:  Consider the elements that were altered for the movie version and complete the “Critical Thinking” handout.  

 

Step Seven:  Using the graphic organizers you have completed as prewriting, write a comparison paper of at least five paragraphs 

which outlines the similarities and differences between the book and the film and your reactions to each. Be sure to include an 

introductory paragraph that previews the ideas you plan to discuss in an interesting way; this should end in a clear thesis statement.  In 

the body of your composition, you should support your ideas with appropriate and thoughtful reasons, facts, and examples.  Finally, 

don’t neglect a solid concluding paragraph that reviews the important points you made. 

 

Final Copy Requirements—MLA Formatting (General Essay Rubric attached): 

• Typed, double spaced; use a Times New Roman 12-point font 

• One-inch margins for a “picture frame” effect 

• Checked for proper grammar, mechanics, and spelling 

English 10 Honors 

Summer Reading Activity 
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  Reading vs. Viewing    
 

Book Title: 

 

 

Film Title: 

Setting: 

 

 

 

 

Setting: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters: 

 

 

Characters: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plot Events: 

 

 

Plot Events: 
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Comparison/Contrast 
Setting: Ways that the book and movie are the same include… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Setting: Ways that the book and movie are the different 

include… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Characters: Ways that the book and movie are the same 

include… 
Characters: Ways that the book and movie are different 

include… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plot Events: Ways that the book and movie are the same 

include… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plot Events: Ways that the book and movie are different 

include… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution: Ways that the book and movie are the same 

include… 
Resolution: Ways that the book and movie are different 

include… 
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Thinking Critically About the Movie Adaptation 
 

Element that was 

changed / kept the 

same 

Effect of this decision on the telling of 

the story 

Preference: Did the decision increase 

your understanding and enjoyment of 

the story? 
Most important 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Important 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Somewhat important 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Not very important 
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 Name ________________________________ Period ___________ 

 

 Total ________________ 

 

Honors 

English 

General 

Grading 

Rubric 

10  8  7  6 5 

0 = not present or 

especially poor 

 

Introduction 

 

Actively creates 

interest, previews 

ideas, and leads into 

thesis 

Creates some interest, 

and leads into thesis 

Attempts to create 

interest, OR does not 

clearly lead to thesis 

Barely attempts to 

create interest; AND/ 

OR barely relates to 

thesis 

Does not create 

interest, and is 

unrelated to thesis 

Thesis 

Statement 

Clearly expresses 

your main idea & at 

the END of the intro. 

Could be clearer but 

is still at the END of 

the intro. 

Clear, but is not at the 

END of the intro. 

Not clearly expressed   Not clearly expressed 

and is difficult to find   

Structure & 

Organization 

 

 

Intro., 3+ body 

paragraphs and a 

conclusion. 

Includes an intro., 3+ 

body paragraphs that 

lack coherence and a 

conclusion.   

Includes an 

introduction, 2+ body 

paragraphs, and a 

conclusion.   

Includes an 

introduction, a body, 

and a conclusion.   

Structure lacks 

thought and shows 

unclear organization.   

 

Coherence 

(It all fits 

together.) 

(x2) 

Topic sentences are 

clear and clearly 

support thesis.    All 

details completely 

support topic 

sentences.  Entire 

essay flows naturally. 

Topic sentences 

clearly support thesis.  

Nearly all details 

support topic 

sentences.   Essay 

flows naturally much 

of the time. 

Topic sentences 

support thesis but not 

as clearly.  Most 

details support topic 

sentences, but they 

may occasionally 

veer away from the 

thesis.  Much of the 

essay flows naturally, 

but several parts can 

be confusing.     

Topic sentences 

somewhat support 

thesis.  Some details 

support topic 

sentences, but there is 

a distinct tendency to 

veer away from the 

topic.  The flow can 

be confusing. 

Topic sentences 

barely support thesis, 

OR two or more topic 

sentences do not 

support thesis.  

Details often stray 

from topic sentences 

and thesis.  Has 

glaring errors which 

disrupt the essay’s 

flow. 

Development 

& Detail 

 

(x2) 

Is well-developed 

with specific reasons, 

facts, and examples 

to clearly support 

thesis.  Excellent 

explanations, 

analysis, and support. 

Is well-developed 

with reasons, facts, 

and examples to 

support thesis.  Some 

could be more 

specific. 

Good explanations, 

analysis, and support. 

Is somewhat well-

developed with some 

reasons, facts, and 

examples to support 

thesis. Good analysis. 

—OR— 

Has specific reasons, 

facts, and examples 

to support thesis, but 

needs clearer 

analysis. 

Lacks EITHER 

reasons, facts, and 

examples to support 

thesis, OR analysis of 

how the details 

support the thesis.  

Lacks BOTH 

reasons, facts, and 

examples to support 

thesis AND analysis 

of how the details 

support the thesis. 

Conclusion Reviews your main 

point and previous 

supporting points. 

Excellent writing 

style and mechanics. 

Reviews previous 

supporting points.  

Good writing style 

and mechanics.   

Reviews minimal 

supporting points.  

Good writing style 

and mechanics. 

Is too simplistic, but 

reviews somewhat. 

Is one sentence or 

completely off topic. 

Style & 

Mechanics 

Vivid vocabulary, 

proper punctuation, 

and super spelling!  

Creative phrasing/ 

sentence variety. 

Especially Artistic! 

Great Grammar! 

Several vivid 

vocabulary words, 

and some creative 

phrasing/ sentence 

variety.  Minor 

punctuation and 

spelling errors. 

Average vocabulary 

with fair sentence 

structure.  Minor 

punctuation and 

spelling errors that do 

not impair judgment. 

Average vocabulary 

with many errors that 

do not hurt judgment. 

OR interesting 

vocabulary, but errors 

can confuse.   

Lackluster 

vocabulary.  Frequent 

punctuation and 

spelling errors which 

hurt judgment.   

Formatting 

(MLA) 

 

 

Typed. MLA 

heading, running 

page #, title, 1” 

margins, consistent 

font, correct spacing, 

double-spaced 

Typed.  Missing 1:   

MLA heading, 

running page #, title, 

1” margins, 

consistent font, 

correct spacing, 

double-spaced 

Typed.  Missing 2:   

MLA heading, 

running page #, title, 

1” margins, 

consistent font, 

correct spacing, 

double-spaced 

Typed.  Missing 3:   

MLA heading, 

running page #, title, 

1” margins, 

consistent font, 

correct spacing, 

double-spaced 

Typed.  Missing 4:    

MLA heading, 

running page #, title, 

1” margins, 

consistent font, 

correct spacing, 

double-spaced 


